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1 Introduction

This report explores the emerging genre of LitRPG (Literary Role-Playing Game), a unique

fusion of literature and gaming elements. We will examine the key characteristics of LitRPG,

its growing popularity, and its impact on both the literary and gaming worlds. The report

includes an analysis of typical LitRPG progression systems, reader engagement statistics,

and future trends in the genre.

2 Main Body

2.1 Defining LitRPG

LitRPG is a literary genre that incorporates elements of role-playing games into the narrative

structure. According to Johnson (2021), the genre typically features characters progressing

through a game-like world, complete with statistics, levels, and skill trees. This unique blend

of storytelling and gaming mechanics has led to a surge in popularity among readers who

enjoy both literature and video games.

2.2 Character Progression in LitRPG

One of the key features of LitRPG is the quantifiable progression of characters. This is often

represented by a character’s stats or attributes, which can be expressed mathematically. A

common formula for calculating a character’s overall power level in many LitRPG novels is:
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𝑃𝑜𝑤𝑒𝑟𝐿𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑙 = √(𝑆𝑡𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑔𝑡ℎ + 𝐴𝑔𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑡𝑦) × 𝐼𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑙𝑙𝑖𝑔𝑒𝑛𝑐𝑒 × 𝐿𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑙 (1)

This equation (Equation 1) demonstrates how various attributes contribute to a character’s

overall capabilities, providing readers with a tangible sense of growth and achievement.

2.3 Reader Engagement in LitRPG

The unique structure of LitRPG novels has led to high levels of reader engagement. To

illustrate this, we conducted a survey of 1000 LitRPG readers, asking them to rate their

engagement levels compared to traditional fantasy novels.
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Figure 1: Reader Engagement: LitRPG vs Traditional Fantasy

As shown in Figure 1, LitRPG novels tend to generate higher levels of reader engagement

compared to traditional fantasy novels. This increased engagement can be attributed to the

interactive elements and clear progression systems inherent in LitRPG stories.
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2.4 Popular LitRPG Subgenres

The LitRPG genre has spawned several popular subgenres, each with its own unique char-

acteristics and fan base. The table below outlines some of the most prominent subgenres:

Table 1: Popular LitRPG Subgenres

Subgenre Description Popularity Rating

Dungeon Core Protagonist is a dungeon 8/10

VR LitRPG Set in virtual reality 9/10

Apocalypse LitRPG Real world becomes game-like 7/10

Cultivation LitRPG Based on Eastern cultivation novels 8/10

As seen in Table 1, VR LitRPG is currently the most popular subgenre, likely due to its

relatability and connection to current technological trends1.

3 Conclusion

LitRPG represents a significant evolution in storytelling, blending traditional narrative struc-

tures with interactive gaming elements. The genre’s unique characteristics, such as quantifi-

able character progression (Equation 1) and diverse subgenres (Table 1), have led to high

levels of reader engagement (Figure 1). As technology continues to advance and the lines be-

tween literature and gaming blur further, LitRPG is poised to play an increasingly important

role in the future of storytelling.
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1The popularity of VR LitRPG may also be influenced by the growing interest in virtual reality technology
in the real world.

3

https://www.digitalliteraturereview.com/litrpg-guide

	Introduction
	Main Body
	Defining LitRPG
	Character Progression in LitRPG
	Reader Engagement in LitRPG
	Popular LitRPG Subgenres

	Conclusion
	References

